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March 21: Foreign Minister Guido di Tella told reporters that Tehran was not responsible for
the March 17 bombing of the Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires. Twenty- eight people were killed,
and another 252 injured. [For previous coverage of the bombing, see NotiSur 03/26/92.] Di Tella
added that trade relations with Iran will be maintained. Iran imported over US$600 million worth
of Argentine grain in 1991. Next, the minister said the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
"is not behind this type of operation, and has not been for several years." March 25: Police in
Buenos Aires deactivated two home- made explosive devices planted in the city's Hebrew Society
offices and botanical gardens. In a communique, the previously unknown People's Revolutionary
Organization said members had planted small explosive devices at a TV station, subway station,
and several plazas in the capital city on March 24. According to the communique, group activities
were in commemoration of the 16th anniversary of the military coup which ousted Isabel Peron.
According to the government news agency Telem, the Supreme Court reversed a previous decision
by the same court to release four Pakistanis arrested in connection with the March 17 bombing.
Court president Ricardo Levine said he wanted to interview the four once again after chemical
tests showed traces of suspicious substances on their clothing. Buenos Aires newspaper Pagina
12 reported that the Pakistanis were kept in custody at the request of the Israeli government.
Police were ordered to step up security measures around Jewish organization offices. Since March
17, Jewish groups have been targeted by dozens of bomb threats. March 26: In a joint statement,
Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios Chammoro and Argentine counterpart Carlos Menem
condemned the wave of terrorist violence in Buenos Aires. March 30: In a televised interview,
Hussein Musawi, leader of the Hezbollah (Party of God), asserted that the Menem administration is
clearly pro-Israeli. The armed branch of the Hezbollah, the Islamic Jihad, claimed responsibility for
the embassy bombing. April 3: Police released the photos of a Brazilian and Pakistani, two of seven
persons suspected of involvement in the March 17 bombing. The other five suspects are citizens
of several Arab nations. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 03/21/92, 03/25/92; Chinese news service
03/26/92; Notimex, 03/26/92, 03/30/92; Deutsche Press-Agentur, 03/25/92, 04/03/92; Agence FrancePresse, 03/25/92, 03/31/92, 04/05/92)
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